
This is my sister, Susan Valles, just minutes before 
the maiden flight at the Siskiyou County Airport 
near Montague, California.  Look close and you can 
see the faint outline of Mt. Shasta in the distance. 
 

My prototype uses a RAM 500 for power.  It's given 
me some fits during startup, but is a reliable runner 
once it's going.  Other suitable turbines for the R54 
are the PST J600, Wren 54, FTE T500, and Simjet 
1200.  Most of the engines in this 11-14lb thrust 
class are based on a 54mm compressor, so the  
model's official name, Reaction 54, is meant to 
reflect the size turbine for which it was designed. 
 

Same angle, but this shot shows the massive hatch 
opening for easy access to the radio, ECU, nose 
wheel retract, propane bottle, and batteries.  The big 
metal box behind the engine sits on the ground and 
is used during engine start to protect the back of the 
model from any flames that might occur.  Once the 
engine is running, the hot exhaust is well clear of the 
model and presents no problems. 
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